happy will give pleasure to, Sir,
' Your most affectionate humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'June i, 1762.'
A lady having at this time solicited him to obtain the Archbishop of Canterbury's patronage to have her son sent to the University, one of those solicitations which are too frequent, where people, anxious for a particular object, do not consider propriety, or the opportunity which the persons 'whom they solicit have to assist them, he wrote to her the following answer, with a copy of which I am favoured by the Reverend Dr. Farmer2, Master of Emanuel College, Cambridge.
' MADAM,
'I hope you will believe that my delay in answering your letter could proceed only from my unwillingness to destroy any hope that you had formed. Hope is itself a species of happiness, and, perhaps, the chief happiness which this world affords3: but, like all other pleasures immoderately enjoyed, the excesses of hope must be expiated by pain; and expectations improperly indulged, must end in disappointment. If it be asked, what is the improper expectation which it is dangerous to indulge, experience will quickly answer, that it is such expectation as is dictated not by reason, but by desire; expectation raised, not by the common occurrences of life, but by the wants of the expectant; an expectation that requires the common course of things to be changed,, and the general rules of action to be broken.
1 W. S. Landor (Works, eel. 1876, v. 99) says :—' Extraordinary as were Johnson's intellectual powers, he knew about as much of poetry as of geography. In one of his letters he talks of Guadaloupe as being in another hemisphere. Speaking' of that island, his very words are these: " Whether you return hither or stay in another hemisphere."' Guada-loupe, being in the West Indies, is in another hemisphere.
2  Seeflosf, April 12, 1776.
3  ' It is necessary to hope, though hope should always be deluded ; for hope   itself  is   happiness,   and   its frustrations,  however frequent,  are less   dreadful   than   its   extinction.' 7%<? Idler, No.  58.    See also post, under March   30,   1783,   where  he ranks the situation of the Prince of Wales as the happiest in the kingdom, partly on account of the enjoyment of hope.
' Whenhe review of it in the Cunt. Mag. for that year, p. 146, was, I believe, by Johnson.
